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Taiwan added 6 new local cases of M-pox in June. Eligible persons are urged to

take two doses of M-pox vaccine as soon as possible to enhance their protection.
Ministry of Health and Welfare WWW.mohw.gov.tw 2024-06-28 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Department of Disease Control (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced today (June 28) that there were
6 new locally confirmed cases of Mpox (Mpox) in Taiwan in June, they are all Taiwanese men. Four cases live in the
northern counties and two cases live in the central counties, their age ranges from 20s to 30s. The onset date was
between June 1st and June 17th. As symptoms such as rashes, blisters, and pustules appeared on the body one after
another, the patient was evaluated by a doctor and reported for examination. The CDC reminds Taiwan to classify pox
as the second category of notifiable infectious disease from June 23, 2022. As of June 26, 2024, a total of 375 cases
have been confirmed (353 local cases and 22 imported cases). Among them, there are 16 new cases this year (13 local
and 3 overseas), and there are 6 new local cases in June, compared with 2 new cases in April and May each. The
epidemic situation is on the rise, and this year in the north, central and south There are local Mpox cases in China and
the east, indicating that the risk of Mpox transmission in the community is still there.

According to monitoring data from the WHO and various countries, the global epidemic is still continuing this year,
with an average of nearly 800 new cases every month, among them, the Americas accounts for about 47.5%, Europe,
Africa and the Western Pacific account for 17.7 to 13.9%, and Southeast Asia accounts for about 3.6%; The epidemic
continues in neighboring countries/regions such as China, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Thailand and Australia. Among them,
the number of cases in Australia increased rapidly from May to June, and there were sporadic cases in South Korea,
Singapore, Indonesia and other countries. In addition, the epidemic in South Africa has increased significantly recently.
The detected types are the same as those prevalent in most parts of the world, and they are all type IIb. However, the
fatality rate is high, which may be related to the lack of drugs and vaccines.

The CDC calls out that the incubation period of Mpox can be as long as 21 days, and some cases can spread Mpox
to others 1 to 4 days before symptoms appear. Therefore, vaccination is currently the most effective way to prevent it,
however, the M-pox epidemic continues internationally, international travel is frequent, the summer vacation and
Chinese Valentine's Day are approaching, and the frequency of social activities has greatly increased. The public is
reminded to pay attention to personal protection, in addition to avoiding risky places such as social activities where you
may have close contact with unknown people, we also appeal to people who are eligible for M-pox vaccination,
including: those who have engaged in risky sexual behavior in the past year (such as multiple sexual partners, sex trade
services Those who have sex in business premises, etc.); Those who have suffered from sexually transmitted diseases
in the past, or whose sexual contacts have any of the above conditions, should complete 2 doses of vaccination as soon
as possible. The department also reminded that 14 days after the first dose of Mpox vaccine, the protection against the
disease is only about 40% to 80%, while after completing the second dose of the vaccine, the protection against the
disease can be as high as 90%.

According to statistics from the CDC, as of June 15, 79,610 people have been vaccinated against Mpox, among them,
51,935 people have completed two doses of vaccination. There are still about 27,675 people who have received only
the first dose of vaccine. Currently, a total of 203 cooperative medical institutions across the country can provide
vaccination services. Relevant information can be found on the CDC Global Information Website/Pox Area/Pox
Vaccine/Pox Vaccination Service Cooperating Medical Institutions (https://gov.tw/3SG). Some institutions also provide
community services. For outreach services and night and holiday outpatient services, you can directly click on the link
website of each cooperative institution to make an appointment.

The CDC reminds that if you travel to risky areas at home and abroad, you should implement self-protection and
avoid social activities and other risky areas where you may have close contact with unknown people. At the same time,
please pay attention to your own or other people's symptoms and be sure to take appropriate protection. yourself and
reduce the risk of exposure. If skin lesions occur, such as rashes, blisters, macules, maculopapular rashes, pustules, etc.,
as well as fever, chills/chills, headache, myalgia, back pain, joint pain, and swollen lymph glands (such as around the
ears and armpits) , neck or groin, etc.), you should wear a mask and seek medical attention as soon as possible, and
actively inform the doctor of your travel history, exposure history to high-risk areas, and contact history. For relevant
information, please visit the CDC Global Information Network (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the domestic toll-free
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epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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