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COVID-19 in Taiwan continues to rise. Be advised to implement personal hand
hygiene and respiratory etiquette, and seek medical treatment as soon as possible if

there are dangerous signs such as difficulty breathing and cyanosis.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-06-25 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (Jun. 25) that
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the domestic COVID-19 epidemic last week (6/18-6/24) added 817 confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-
19, which showed an increase compared to the 624 new cases in the previous week (6/11-6/17). Elderly people over the
age of 65 accounted for 79% of the cumulative complications; Further, there were 40 new deaths last week, a decrease
from the 38 new deaths in the previous week. Elderly people over the age of 65 accounted for 90% of the cumulative
death cases.

The CDC stated that a total of 2.805 million people have been vaccinated with the new coronavirus XBB vaccine in
China so far. Last week (6/17-6/23), 21,000 people were vaccinated, which was also an increase from 13,000 people
the previous week (6/3-6/9). 8.33%, the national vaccination rate is 11.40%, and the first and second dose vaccination
rates for those over 65 years old are 20.74% and 1.79% respectively. The domestic epidemic situation has been rising
recently. Vaccination with XBB vaccine is the most effective way to reduce the risk of severe illness or death after
infection. At present, the domestic epidemic situation continues to rise. Currently, there are about 2.838 million doses
of Moderna XBB vaccine and about 30,000 doses of Novavax XBB vaccine remaining in the country. In order to reduce
the risk of serious illness or death after infection, those who have not yet received the COVID-19 XBB vaccine are
urged to get it as soon as possible.

The CDC further stated that the domestic COVID-19 epidemic is on the rise and is in the epidemic period. It is
expected to continue to trend upward in the near future, and it is assessed that it may enter a plateau period after mid-
July. In addition, monitoring data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows that the mutant strain
monitoring statistics in the past four weeks show that both local and overseas mutant strains were JN.1, accounting for
62% and 47% respectively, which is the mainstream strain in China; the proportion of KP.2 has increased. They were
18% and 25% respectively, followed by KP.3 at 8% and 14%, and XDV.1 at 8% and 9%. We will continue to monitor
the changes in the epidemic and the prevalence of mutant strains. Currently, the world's main circulating mutant strains
JN.1, KP.2 and KP.3 have immune escape characteristics and better transmissibility. However, current research shows
that they have not increased the severity of the disease. Existing testing methods such as rapid screening and PCR can
still effectively detect the virus, and approved antiviral drugs continue to be effective. The U.S. CDC has evaluated that
XBB vaccine has effective vaccine protection in young adults and the elderly, and recommends that high-risk
individuals receive additional vaccinations to obtain better protection.

The CDC reminds that since the risk of epidemic transmission still exists, if suspected symptoms such as fever,
cough, runny nose, sore throat, etc. occur, use the new coronavirus home rapid screening test first and inform the doctor
of the rapid screening results when seeing a doctor. In addition, we call on high-risk groups such as the elderly over 65
years old or people with incomplete or low immunity. If they have received one dose and the interval is 12 weeks (84
days), they can receive the second dose to enhance protection, not only to protect themselves but also Protect the health
of your family. Information on vaccination institutions can be found on the CDC's official website in the "COVID-
19/Pneumonia Vaccine Zone" (https://gov.tw/eU4).
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