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Though the domestic COVID-19 epidemic has declined, we are still in the epidemic
period and the number of deaths is rising. In addition, the epidemic in neighboring
Japan continues to rise. It is reccommended that the public get the COVID-19 XBB
vaccine ASAP before departure to obtain immune protection, and implement

personal hygiene habits to maintain your own health.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2024-07-23 Source: Department of
Disease Control
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The Department of Disease Control and Prevention (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) stated today (Jul. 23) that
the domestic COVID-19 epidemic last week (7/16-7/22) added 773 confirmed local cases (complications) of COVID-
19, which showed a decrease compared to the 896 new cases in the previous week (7/9-7/15). Elderly people over the
age of 65 accounted for 79% of the cumulative complications; Further, there were 124 new deaths last week, an increase
from the 104 new deaths in the previous week. Elderly people over the age of 64 accounted for 90% of the cumulative
death cases.

The CDC stated that the domestic COVID-19 epidemic is declining, but it is still in the epidemic period and the
number of deaths is rising. It is still necessary to pay attention to the risk of severe illness. In addition, surveillance data
from the CDC shows that according to the surveillance statistics of mutant strains in the past four weeks, JN.1 accounts
for 37% of the detected local cases, while the proportions of KP.3, KP.2 and XDV.1 have increased, accounting for
18%, 17% and 11% respectively, and LB. 1 accounted for 16%, which is declining; The majority of imported cases
detected were JN.1 accounting for 29% and KP.3 accounting for 26%, followed by KP.2 accounting for 17%, LB.1
accounting for 12% and XDV.1 accounting for 12%. The epidemic will continue to be monitored. Changes and trends
in variant strains.

The CDC pointed out that the number of new coronavirus cases in Japan has increased for 10 consecutive weeks
since mid-May this year. In the 28th week (7/8-7/14), more than 55,000 cases were reported, and the average number
of patients per medical institution was 11.18, 1.39 times that of the previous week. This wave of epidemic in Japan has
KP.3 as the main prevalent virus strain. It is the peak summer travel season recently, and the risk of virus transmission
is increasing. People planning to travel to Japan should get the COVID-19 XBB vaccine as soon as possible to obtain
immune protection, and implement good personal hygiene habits such as washing hands frequently and wearing masks
in crowded or poorly ventilated places.

According to statistics from the CDC, a total of 2.891 million domestic COVID-19 XBB vaccines have been vaccinated
so far, with a national vaccination rate of 11.73%, and the first and second dose vaccination rates for those over 65
years old are 21.24% and 2.3% respectively; As the international epidemic is still prevalent, the World Health
Organization (WHO) recommends that high-risk groups should receive the existing XBB vaccine without waiting for
a new vaccine to avoid the risk of severe illness/death. There are about 2.708 million doses of Moderna XBB vaccine
and only about 2,400 doses of Novavax XBB vaccine remaining in the country. People who have not yet received the
COVID-19 XBB vaccine are urged to get it as soon as possible.

The CDC reminds that the epidemic is still in the epidemic period. If you have suspected symptoms such as fever or
cough, runny nose, sore throat, etc., you can First use the COVID-19 home rapid screening reagent, and inform the
doctor of the rapid screening results when seeking medical treatment to facilitate the doctor's diagnosis. In addition, we
call on elderly people over 65 years old who are prone to serious complications or death after infection. If they have
received one dose and an interval of 12 weeks (84 days), please receive the second dose again to increase protection
and resist the threat of the disease. Information on vaccination centers can be found on the official website of the CDC
at the "COVID-19/Pulmonary Chain Vaccine Zone" (https:/gov.tw/eU4).
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