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The whooping cough epidemic in Taiwan this year has reached a five-year high for
the same period, including three family clusters. Caregivers of infants and young
children must be vigilant, seek medical advice as soon as possible if they have

suspected symptoms, and take their children to be vaccinated on time.
Ministry of Health and Welfare WWW.mohw.gov.tw 2024-07-12 Source:  Department of
Disease Control

The Department of Disease Control (hereinafter referred to as the CDC) announced today (July 16) that Taiwan has
4 new confirmed cases of whooping cough, including a 1-month-old boy in the north (Case 1), a 2-month-old boy in a
family gathering in the South (Case 2), and a woman in her 30s (Case 3, Case 2) Mother, contact test), a woman in her
40s who lives in a northern family group (Case 4, mother of a 1-month-old boy diagnosed on June 27). Cases 1 to 3
had onset dates between mid-June and early July, with symptoms such as coughing, wheezing, runny nose, and
drowsiness, and were diagnosed between July 9 and July 15; case 4 was collected from a contact person. After the test,
he was diagnosed on July 8, and the test results of the remaining three family members living with him were negative.
Currently, except case 1, who continues to be hospitalized, all the other cases have been discharged. Health units have
arranged for testing and preventive medication for relevant contacts.

According to surveillance data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Taiwan has a total of 12
confirmed cases of pertussis this year (2024), including 3 cases related to family clusters. The counties and cities where
the cases reside are Tainan City with 4 cases, Taipei City, Taoyuan City and Kaohsiung City with 2 cases each, Yilan
County and Taichung City with 1 case each. The age of the cases ranged from less than 1 month old to over 40 years
old, including 5 cases (42%) of infants under 3 months old (inclusive). The number of cases this year is higher than
that of the same period last year. The number of pertussis cases in the same period from 2019 to 2023 was 23, 4, 0, 0,
and 0 respectively; The cumulative number of cases per year ranges from 0 to 32, with the majority of cases occurring
in infants under 3 months old (51%), followed by cases over 20 years old (36%).

The CDC pointed out that the overall global epidemic situation has increased this year, and the epidemic situation is
increasing in all continents, and it is most obvious in Europe and Asia. In Asia, countries such as China, South Korea,
and the Philippines have all experienced significant epidemics, and the epidemic has increased rapidly since April and
May, among them, China is the most serious, with 97,000 new cases in a single month in May, and a total of 248,000
cases this year, which has reached the previous epidemic epidemic level. 7 times that of previous epidemics, and South
Korea reported more than 2,500 cases, which has reached 2.5 times that of previous epidemics; The overall epidemic
situation in Europe has also increased. The number of cases in March has reached the level of epidemic epidemics in
previous years. The epidemic situation in the United Kingdom, Sweden and Norway has increased recently, with the
Czech Republic reporting nearly 18,000 cases, the most serious; In the Americas, nearly 6,700 cases have been reported
in the United States, a significant increase compared with the same period last year. In Canada and Brazil, the epidemic
situation has increased significantly in some states; As the epidemic in Australia increases, a total of 12,000 cases have
been reported, reaching the level of epidemic epidemics in previous years.

Taiwan CDC explains that as the initial symptoms of whooping cough are similar to those of a cold, people may
delay seeking medical treatment by ignoring symptoms, thereby infecting family members or other contacts, leading
to cluster infections. The public is urged to be vigilant and seek medical advice and diagnosis promptly if they have
suspected symptoms (severe paroxysmal coughing, asthmatic sounds when breathing, flushing or purple face after
coughing, vomiting after coughing, etc.) to safeguard the health of themselves and their families. Vaccination is the
most effective way to prevent whooping cough. Currently, my country provides infants and young children with a dose
of whooping cough-related vaccine when they are 2, 4, 6, and 18 months old, and when they are 5 years old and before
entering elementary school; The completion rate of the third and fourth doses of the domestic five-in-one vaccine
(diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis, Haemophilus type b and inactivated polio vaccine) reached 96% and 94%
respectively. Completion of the five-in-one vaccination before enrollment can reach over 98%; In addition, the
vaccination completion rate of the four-in-one vaccine (diphtheria, tetanus, acellular pertussis and inactivated polio
vaccine) for primary school students is over 97%. People with infants and young children at home are reminded to take
them to the vaccination contract facility on time to complete the vaccination to obtain sufficient protection.

The CDC urges that infants and young children are mostly infected by their caregivers or those who live with them.
Parents or older children at home are reminded to pay attention to cough etiquette and respiratory hygiene. You should
change your clothes and wash your hands before returning home and coming into contact with infants and young
children, and avoid taking infants and young children into and out of hospitals, crowded public places with poor
ventilation, to reduce the risk of infection.
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