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Chikungunya fever cases surged tenfold in Shunde, Guangdong, leading to official
delays in reporting.
Epoch Times www.epochtimes.com 2025-08-26 15:34  Source:

<<Photo>> A reporter from Southern Daily in mainland China visited a hospital treating Chikungunya fever in Foshan. A
doctor stated in an interview: All patients admitted are suffering from mild symptoms and can only be discharged if their nucleic
acid test is negative. Currently, home quarantine is not permitted, which implies that the hospital is forcing quarantine.
(Screenshot from a video by mainland media)

[Epoch Times, August 25, 2025](Reported by Epoch Times reporter Fang Xiao) Recently, the Guangdong Provincial
Health Commission reported three public health emergencies in July, with a total of 5,447 reported cases. Among them,
in addition to the food poisoning incident in Yangjiang Kindergarten, the Chikungunya fever epidemic in Shunde
District, Foshan City, also attracted attention. During the surge in cases of this epidemic, officials failed to promptly
report the situation and handled it in a low-key manner. Recently, officials have claimed that the epidemic is "under
control" and emphasized the effectiveness of "prevention and control measures," raising questions about information
transparency.

130 children suffer food poisoning in kindergarten

The Guangdong Provincial Department of Disease Control and Prevention recently announced three public health
emergencies across the province in July 2025. One of these was a Salmonella food poisoning incident reported in a
kindergarten in Jiangcheng District, Yangjiang City, resulting in 130 cases.


https://www.epochtimes.com/gb/25/8/25/n14580552.htm

Salmonella is a major foodborne pathogen that primarily contaminates meat, eggs, milk, and their products, and most
people develop gastroenteritis within 4 to 48 hours of infection. Typical symptoms include headache, nausea, fever,
vomiting, abdominal pain, and diarrhea, which can last 4 to 7 days. Severe cases can cause convulsions, dehydration,
shock and even death.

According to a Guangdong science publication, Salmonella food poisoning has been the most common bacterial
food poisoning in China for many years.

Guangdong has seen numerous incidents of Salmonella food poisoning in recent years.

In October 2020, a Salmonella food poisoning outbreak was reported in Zhuhai, Guangdong, with 48 cases.

In June 2020, Ms. Lin from Shenzhen noticed her two-month-old baby was constantly crying and suffering from
diarrhea. Furthermore, the child developed a fever, reaching 38.6°C. Ms. Lin took her child to the hospital, where test
results revealed a Salmonella infection.

Confirmed cases of Chikungunya fever in Foshan's Shunde District surged tenfold in the first 2 weeks of
July; no reports were made at that time.

In addition to food poisoning, two other public health emergencies in Guangdong in July were related to
Chikungunya fever. Among them, the number of cases in Shunde District, Foshan City was 5,295, and the incident
level was classified as "major".

According to a July 23rd announcement from the Shunde District Health and Family Planning Commission of Foshan
City, Guangdong Province, as of July 22nd, the district had reported a cumulative 2,934 confirmed cases of
chikungunya fever, primarily concentrated in Lecong, Beijiao, and Chencun Towns.

Compared to July 21st, the number of cases on July 22nd increased by 463 in a single day.

On the afternoon of July 15th, the Shunde District Health and Family Planning Commission of Foshan City reported
its first local outbreak of Chikungunya fever, originating from imported cases. By that day, the district had reported a
total of 478 confirmed cases. In just over a week, the number of confirmed cases increased by over 2,000.

According to a recent report from the Guangdong Provincial Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the number
of local Chikungunya fever cases in Shunde District, Foshan City, increased by 2,361 between July 23rd and 3 1st.

In Shunde District, Foshan City, the number of local chikungunya fever cases increased more than tenfold over the
first two weeks of July.

The outside world's understanding of the epidemic primarily comes from sporadic local reports. However, recent
official reports have highlighted a decline in local chikungunya cases from a peak. This pattern of concealing cases
during peak periods and reporting them during declines has raised deep public doubts about information transparency.

At a press conference held by the National Health Commission of the Communist Party of China on August 22,
officials emphasized the "effectiveness" of the prevention and control of the chikungunya fever epidemic in Guangdong
Province, claiming that the number of new daily cases in Shunde District, Foshan City, Guangdong Province, the
epicenter of this round of chikungunya fever, continued to decline, now down to single digits.

Ren Dongsheng, a researcher at the Institute of Infectious Diseases of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, told state media that the chikungunya fever epidemic in Foshan has dropped from a peak of over 600 cases
per day to fewer than 100 cases per day.

Chikungunya fever is primarily transmitted by mosquitoes and typically causes symptoms such as fever, joint pain,
headache, and muscle aches. Its rapid spread poses a significant challenge to public health protection systems.

Editor: Lin Congwen
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