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With the start of the school year, the risk of enterovirus transmission increases,
and outbreaks of Enterovirus 11 are still occurring in the community. Parents,
childcare facilities, and medical institutions must continue implementing EV

prevention measures to protect infants/young children from infection.
Ministry of Health and Welfare wWww.mohw.gov.tw 2025-09-16 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (September 16) that a new case of severe enterovirus
infection in a newborn has been reported in Taiwan. The patient was a male infant under one month old from northern
Taiwan and on the 7th day after birth, he developed hypothermia and was brought to the emergency room. He had
symptoms suggestive of sepsis, including jaundice, elevated liver enzymes, low platelet count, and metabolic acidosis,
and was admitted to the intensive care unit. Despite treatment, the symptoms did not improve, and the patient
unfortunately died the following day. Following laboratory testing and confirmation, the patient was diagnosed with
severe enterovirus E11 infection.

According to data from the CDC, the number of outpatient and emergency room visits related to enterovirus
infections has been gradually increasing. During week 37 (September 7-13), there were 8,313 such visits, a 6.8%
increase compared to the previous week (7,786 visits). Recent laboratory monitoring shows that the most common
enterovirus type circulating in the community is Coxsackievirus A16, followed by Echovirus 11 and Coxsackievirus
A6. Echovirus 11 has been continuously circulating in the community, and a new case of severe enterovirus infection
in a newborn caused by Echovirus 11 has been reported, indicating that the risk of severe enterovirus infection in
newborns remains high.

The CDC stated that, based on current surveillance data, Echovirus 11 continues to circulate in the community, and
the risk of severe illness in newborns remains high. Furthermore, the risk of enterovirus transmission increases after
schools reopen. Therefore, parents, childcare facilities, healthcare institutions, and postpartum care centers must remain
vigilant and implement comprehensive enterovirus prevention and control measures. Childcare and educational
institutions should reinforce the importance of good personal hygiene habits for children, emphasizing the need to wash
hands with soap at five key times: before eating, before playing with babies, after blowing their nose, after using the
toilet, and before and after medical appointments. Parents and caregivers should also closely monitor children's health
and encourage them to stay home when they are sick. Pregnant women should avoid crowded or poorly ventilated
places and contact with people showing symptoms during the last 14 days of their pregnancy. If any symptoms such as
fever, respiratory problems, or diarrhea appear during this period, they should seek medical attention immediately and
inform their doctor. Medical institutions should strengthen their screening procedures by inquiring about any suspected
symptoms among pregnant women and their family members (including other children in the household) within 14
days prior to delivery, so that timely medical treatment can be provided. In addition, hospitals, childcare centers, and
postpartum care centers should implement visitor management and infection control measures to reduce the risk of
infection for infants and young children.

The CDC reminds that in the early stage of enterovirus infection, newborns may experience fever or low temperature,
poor vitality, and less milk intake, and furthermore, as the disease progresses rapidly, if not treated in time, it may
develop into severe diseases such as myocarditis, hepatitis, encephalitis, and multiple organ failure, which are seriously
life-threatening. If the above symptoms occur, be sure to take them to the doctor as soon as possible. Additionally,
infants and children under 5 years old are at high risk of severe complications from enterovirus infection. If your child
is diagnosed with an enterovirus infection by a doctor, please closely monitor their health condition. If there is any
symptoms that indicate severe enterovirus disease, such as drowsiness, confusion, poor energy, weakness or numbness
in the hands and feet, muscle twitches (unexplained startle or sudden muscle contraction of the whole body), persistent
vomiting, rapid breathing or heartbeat, please seek medical treatment at a large hospital as soon as possible. For related
information, please visit the CDC Global Information Network (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free epidemic
prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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