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Taiwan added 2 more cases of severe enterovirus infection in newborns. As the
school term begins, we urge parents, childcare institutions, schools and medical

care institutions to strengthen their prevention of enterovirus.
Ministry of Health and Welfare wWww.mohw.gov.tw 2025-09-02 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (September 2) that there were 2 new cases of severe
neonatal enterovirus infection in Taiwan. The 2 boys were less than one month old and both fell ill in mid-to-late August.
case 1, since his mother developed a fever after delivery, was hospitalized for observation. On the 5th day after birth,
as his blood oxygen level dropped, he was transferred to another hospital for treatment due to decreased activity the
next day. After treatment, since his condition stabilized and he has been discharged home, After treatment, the baby's
condition stabilized and has been discharged and returned home. Case 2 was hospitalized due to premature birth. He
developed a fever on the 10th day after birth and was transferred to another hospital the following day due to poor
activity and suspected signs of sepsis. He remains in the intensive care unit. Both cases were confirmed to have severe
complications of enterovirus Echovirus 11 infection. Case 2 was hospitalized for premature birth and developed a fever
on the 10th day after birth. The following day, he was transferred to another hospital for treatment due to poor mobility
and suspected signs of sepsis. He remains in the intensive care unit. Both cases were confirmed to have severe
complications of enterovirus Echovirus 11 infection.

According to CDC surveillance data, a total of 15 cases of enterovirus infection complicated by severe illness have
been confirmed (including 7 deaths) this year, the highest number in the same period in the past 6 years; among them,
a total of 12 cases of enterovirus infection complicated by severe illness have been confirmed in neonates, all infected
with Echovirus type 11, of which 6 have died; though the number of outpatient and emergency department visits for
enterovirus has remained stable recently, In week 35 (August 24 to 30), there were 7,534 outpatient and emergency
department visits, which was similar to the previous week (7,548 visits); Laboratory monitoring over the past four
weeks showed that the most prevalent enterovirus in the community was coxsackievirus A16, followed by echovirus
type 11 and coxsackievirus A6. Recently, echovirus type 11 has continued to be active in the community, and new cases
of severe cases of neonatal infection with echovirus type 11 have been reported. It is assessed that the risk of severe
neonatal illness continues.

The CDC stated that though community surveillance of Echovirus 11 continues, and the risk of severe complications
from enterovirus infection in newborns remains currently, as symptoms of infection in adults and young children are
often subtle and difficult to distinguish from cold symptoms, expectant mothers who experience suspected symptoms
(including fever, respiratory symptoms, and diarrhea) in the 14 days before delivery should seek medical attention and
notify their doctor promptly. Homeowners with pregnant or newborn mothers should also practice good personal
hygiene, and those with symptoms should be appropriately isolated from the pregnant woman and her newborn. High-
risk facilities such as hospital nurseries, postpartum care homes, and childcare centers should continue to implement
visitor management and infection control measures. pregnant women and newborns should be asked upon admission
whether they and their family members (including other children) have experienced any suspected symptoms in the 14
days prior to and after delivery. Pregnant women, newborns, and infants suspected of infection should be properly
isolated and protected, and receive prompt diagnosis and medical treatment. In addition, as the school term begins,
children have more opportunities to interact with each other when they return to school, therefore, teachers and parents
of childcare institutions should strengthen their education of children to develop good personal hygiene habits,
implement correct concepts such as frequent hand washing, keep the children's activity environment clean and
ventilated, and regularly disinfect surfaces frequently touched by children with 500ppm chlorine bleach to reduce the
risk of disease transmission.

The CDC reminds that in the early stage of enterovirus infection, newborns may experience fever or low temperature,
poor vitality, and less milk intake. if not treated in time, it may develop into severe diseases such as myocarditis,
hepatitis, encephalitis, and multiple organ failure, which are seriously life-threatening. If the above symptoms occur,
be sure to take them to the doctor as soon as possible. In addition, if your baby is diagnosed with enterovirus infection
by a doctor, pay attention to whether they have signs of severe symptoms. If you experience symptoms that indicate
severe enterovirus disease, such as drowsiness, confusion, poor energy, weakness or numbness in the hands and feet,
muscle twitches (unexplained startle or sudden muscle contraction of the whole body), persistent vomiting, rapid
breathing or heartbeat, please seek medical treatment at a large hospital as soon as possible. For related information,
please visit the CDC Global Information Network (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free epidemic prevention
hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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