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As the enterovirus outbreak worsens in Taiwan, parents and childcare institutions
are urged to be vigilant, implement preventative measures, and be alert to early

signs of severe illness in infants and young children.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2025-11-25 Source: Disease Control
Department
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The Taiwan Centers for Disease Control (CDC) stated today (November 25th) that the domestic enterovirus epidemic
continues to rise. Enteroviruses spread easily in densely populated and highly interactive places, such as homes, schools,
after-school care centers, childcare centers, and indoor children's playgrounds. CDC urges parents and childcare
workers to continue teaching young children to develop good personal hygiene habits, strengthening children's practice
of washing hands properly with soap or hand sanitizer, avoiding crowded public places during outbreaks, and ensuring
they stay home when sick.

According to data from CDC, we are currently in the peak season for enterovirus infection, and the epidemic
continues to rise, and in week 47, (November 16 to November 22), there were 11,893 outpatient and emergency room
visits for enterovirus, a 3.9% increase from the previous week (11,444 visits); Laboratory surveillance over the past
four weeks has shown that Coxsackievirus A16 is the most prevalent enterovirus in the community, followed by
Coxsackievirus A6 and Coxsackievirus AS. This year (2025), there have been a total of 19 confirmed cases of
enterovirus infection complicated with severe illness (including 9 deaths). The most common cause of infection was
echovirus type 11 (17 cases), followed by Coxsackievirus A16 and Coxsackievirus B5 (1 case each), which is the
highest number in the same period in the past 6 years; Among them, there have been a total of 15 confirmed cases of
severe enterovirus infection in newborns; The risk of enterovirus transmission remains, and the public is urged to be
vigilant for early signs of severe enterovirus infection in newborns and young children.

CDC reminds the public that as Enteroviruses are highly contagious, posing a risk of infection to both adults and
children, Adults are reminded to change clothes immediately upon returning home, wash their hands properly with soap
or hand sanitizer before holding or feeding infants and young children, and frequently clean and disinfect items and
toys that children frequently come into contact with. Keep the environment in which children play well well-ventilated
to reduce the chances of infants and young children contracting enteroviruses. Note that alcohol has limited
effectiveness against enteroviruses. For routine disinfection, use a 500-ppm chlorine bleach solution (10 liters of water
+ 100 ml of bleach) to disinfect surfaces frequently touched by children. For routine disinfection, a chlorine bleach
solution with a concentration of 500 ppm (10 liters of clean water + 100 ml of bleach) can be used to disinfect surfaces
that children frequently come into contact with; When handling secretions or excrement contaminated with enterovirus,
use a 1,000-ppm chlorine bleach solution (10 liters of water + 200 ml of bleach). After wiping with disinfectant, wait
10 minutes before wiping again with clean water.

CDC urges the public that newborns infected with enterovirus may experience symptoms such as fever or
hypothermia, lethargy, and decreased milk intake. The disease progresses rapidly, so if any of these symptoms appear,
it is crucial to seek medical attention immediately. Delayed treatment can lead to severe illnesses such as myocarditis,
hepatitis, encephalitis, and multiple organ failure, which can be life-threatening. Infants and young children under 5
years old are at high risk of severe enterovirus infection. If a doctor diagnoses an enterovirus infection, please monitor
the infant's or young child's health. If they exhibit early signs of severe enterovirus infection such as lethargy, altered
mental status, poor activity, weakness or numbness in the limbs, Myoclonus (unexplained startle or sudden muscle
contractions), persistent vomiting, rapid breathing, or rapid heartbeat, please take them to a major hospital for treatment
as soon as possible. For related information, please visit the CDC Global Information Network
(https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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