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The new national policy on publicly funded vaccines, implemented after 115 years,

employs a three-pronged approach to safeguard the health of the nation.
Ministry of Health and Welfare Www.mohw.gov.tw 2025-12-23 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) stated today (December 23) that to ensure Taiwan's vaccine policy remains
aligned with international standards and becomes more comprehensive, 3 new publicly funded vaccine policies will be
implemented next year (2026). These include upgrading the adult pneumococcal vaccine, upgrading the influenza
vaccine for seniors, and increasing the vaccination fee, all aimed at improving public health protection. Furthermore,
the Executive Yuan has approved including the children's rotavirus vaccine in the publicly funded program, with plans
to include it in the 2027 budget and implement it in 2027.

I. Adult Pneumococcal Vaccine Upgraded: One Dose Provides Complete Protection

CDC explained that the novel coronavirus vaccine (including the 20-valent and 21-valent vaccines) has been used in
many countries, including the UK, US, Canada, and Australia. According to clinical trial results and international
vaccination recommendations, the two new vaccines are equally effective. The Advisory Committee on Infectious
Disease Prevention and Control (ACIP) of the Ministry of Health and Welfare resolved at its meetings in March and
September of this year (2023) to switch to a single dose of the new vaccine (20-valent or 21-valent) instead of the
original two doses of the vaccine (one dose each of 13-valent and 23-valent). Currently, the 20-valent vaccine has
obtained a domestic drug license, and the 21-valent vaccine is expected to obtain a domestic drug license in April
next year.

Therefore, the upgraded adult pneumococcal vaccination program will be implemented starting January 15th next
year. Based on the different vaccination statuses of publicly funded adult recipients of the pneumococcal vaccine
[three categories: seniors aged 65 and above, indigenous people aged 55-64, and high-risk individuals aged 19-64
with invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD)], the program will be launched in two phases. It is estimated that
approximately 2.45 million people will be eligible in the first phase, and approximately 340,000 people will be
eligible in the second phase. The implementation details are as follows:

() Phase 1 (starting January 15, 2026):

Those who have never received the pneumococcal vaccine, or who have only received the 23-valent vaccine and
have had it for at least one year; or those at high risk for IPD who have completed the full course of the 13- or 15-
valent plus 23-valent vaccine before the age of 65, may receive the vaccine upon reaching the age of 65 (inclusive)
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and after a full 5-year interval from the previous dose.

(IT) Second Phase (estimated after mid-2026):

Those who have received only one dose of the 13-valent or 15-valent vaccine and have been vaccinated for at least
one year.

High-risk individuals (those with spleen dysfunction, congenital or acquired immunodeficiency, those with cochlear
implants, those with cerebrospinal fluid leakage, those with malignant tumors who have received
immunosuppressants or radiation therapy within the past year, organ transplant recipients, institutional residents over
65 years of age, and dialysis patients) may receive the vaccine at an interval of at least 8 weeks.

After the pulmonary chain vaccine is upgraded to a new type of vaccine, only one dose is needed to obtain complete
protection, making vaccination more convenient for the public, helping to increase the vaccination completion rate
and reduce the occurrence of Streptococcus pneumoniae infection and severe complications.

. Upgraded Influenza Vaccines for Seniors in Nursing Homes to Enhance Protection

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) pointed out that enhanced influenza vaccines (including adjuvanted vaccines
and high-dose vaccines) have been administered to the elderly in many countries, including the UK, US, Canada,
and Australia; According to clinical trial results and international vaccination recommendations, the two types of
booster influenza vaccines offer similar protective effects in the elderly; After a comprehensive cost-benefit
assessment and with the approval of the ACIP expert meeting in March of this year, the first wave of 200,000 doses
of booster influenza vaccines will be introduced starting next autumn/winter. Currently, both booster influenza
vaccines have obtained domestic drug licenses and are suitable for individuals aged 65 and above; Therefore, based
on disease risk considerations, priority will be given to providing vaccinations to seniors aged 65 and above in long-
term care and nursing homes to enhance protection and reduce the incidence of severe influenza and cluster infections
among seniors in these facilities.

III. Increase Vaccination Fee to Encourage Institutions to Provide Vaccination Services

Since 2018, Taiwan has expanded the coverage of contracted immunization institutions by charging a NT$100
vaccination fee per dose for publicly funded vaccines. Considering the manpower-intensive and complex pre-
vaccination assessment process for young children, the Executive Yuan approved on December 18th of this year to
increase the vaccination processing fee to NT$200 per dose for children under 6 years old and NT$150 per dose for
the public, and an additional NT$840 million has been allocated to support this. Vaccination units will complete the
relevant supporting procedures, and the program is expected to be implemented on March 1st of next year. This is to
encourage institutions to continue providing convenient and high-quality vaccination services and caring for
children's health.

In addition to the three new vaccine policies expected to be implemented next year, considering that rotavirus is a
major cause of severe diarrhea in infants and young children, the World Health Organization (WHO) recommends
that all countries include the rotavirus vaccine in their national immunization programs. The ACIP meeting resolution
in March of this year also recommended prioritizing the implementation of new publicly funded vaccine policies.
Therefore, to safeguard the health and safety of infants and young children, the Executive Yuan approved on
December 18th of this year to include childhood rotavirus vaccines in publicly funded programs, with the budget
allocated for fiscal year 2027 and implementation scheduled for that year.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) emphasizes that vaccination is one of the most effective methods for
preventing infectious diseases. This new policy is based on international experience, has an empirical foundation, is
cost-effective, and meets practical needs. It aims to comprehensively improve the quality of vaccination services,
protect the health of the public, and urges eligible citizens to get vaccinated to enhance their immune protection and
reduce the threat of infectious diseases.
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