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This year's COVID-19 vaccination response has been more active than last year, and
to enhance public protection, publicly funded COVID-19 vaccines will be expanded

to cover the entire population.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2025-12-12 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (December 12th) that this year (2025), COVID-19
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vaccination activity is higher than last year (2024), with approximately 933,000 vaccinations administered to
individuals aged 65 and above, a 30.7% increase compared to 714,000 in the same period of 2024; approximately
408,000 vaccinations were administered to individuals aged 50-64, an 18.3% increase compared to 345,000 in the same
period of 2024. Approximately 408,000 vaccinations were administered to individuals aged 50-64, an 18.3% increase
compared to 345,000 in the same period of 2024. However, considering that winter is a peak season for respiratory
infectious diseases, and the subsequent Lunar New Year holiday will see increased travel and family visits, increasing
the risk of COVID-19 transmission, and that it takes approximately two weeks for full protection to develop after
vaccination, the Advisory Committee on Infectious Disease Prevention and Control (ACIP) of the Ministry of Health
and Welfare, at its meeting on December 9th, decided to expand the publicly funded COVID-19 vaccine program to
include "people who have not been vaccinated for more than six months" from January 1st to February 28th, 2026, in
order to enhance public immunity and reduce the risk of severe complications and death after infection.

CDC explained that currently, two brands of COVID-19 vaccines are available in Taiwan: Moderna LP.8.1 and
Novavax JN.1, both are effective and safe against the most prevalent variants, NB.1.8.1 and XFG. Though people aged
12 and above can choose one brand to be vaccinated, while children aged 6 months to 11 years can only choose the
Moderna vaccine. The public is urged to get vaccinated as soon as possible to strengthen their immune system.

CDC pointed out that domestic adverse event reporting data for COVID-19 vaccines shows that the incidence of
adverse events related to COVID-19 vaccines has decreased to a level comparable to that of influenza vaccines,
however, the risk of severe complications after COVID-19 infection is still higher than that of influenza. The public is
reminded not to ignore the threat of the disease, especially those over 65 years of age and high-risk groups with chronic
diseases. To protect elderly family members and young children, the whole family can get vaccinated against COVID-
19 starting January 1, 2026. It is to protect you and your family’s health, never forget to be vaccinated.

CDC reminds that we are still in the season of respiratory disease, and the COVID-19 pandemic continues both
domestically and internationally, therefore we urge the public to get vaccinated at contracted medical facilities as soon
as possible to reduce the risk of infection and related complications. This year, there are approximately 2,700 contracted
medical institutions providing COVID-19 vaccinations. The domestic stockpile of publicly funded COVID-19 vaccines
is sufficient, totaling 1.344 million doses. The public can find nearby contracted sites through local government health
bureau websites, the influenza and COVID-19 vaccine and flu medication map (https://vaxmap.cdc.gov.tw), the CDC's
website homepage "2025 Vaccination Safe and Secure Vaccination Zone," the CDC's online health service, or the 1922
epidemic prevention hotline. Then, contact the site to inquire about appointments to ensure vaccination availability and
save waiting time.
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