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With frequent year-end gatherings and increased risk of disease transmission, those
eligible for publicly funded influenza and COVID-19 vaccines are advised to get

vaccinated ASAP.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2025-12-02 Source:  Department of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (December 2) that as of December 1, 2025, approximately
6.30 million people have received the publicly funded influenza vaccine, and a total of 1.48 million people have
received the COVID-19 vaccine, including 2.1 million people who received the Novavax JN.1 vaccine. As year-end
gatherings and events may increase the risk of disease transmission, and it takes about 2 weeks for this vaccine to
provide sufficient protection, eligible individuals are advised to get vaccinated as soon as possible.

According to data from the CDC, there were 87,162 outpatient and emergency room visits for ILI in the 48th week
(November 23-29), which is similar to the previous week; In the past seven days, there have been 24 new cases of
severe influenza complications (3 HIN1, 20 H3N2, and 1 untyped A case) and 9 deaths (3 HIN1 and 6 H3N2).
According to laboratory monitoring data, the data shows that the respiratory pathogens currently circulating in the
community are mainly influenza viruses, with type A H3N2 being the most common, followed by type B and type A
HINI1. This 2025-2026 influenza season saw a cumulative total of 349 severe cases (107 HIN1, 235 H3N2, 3
unspecified Type A, and 4 Type Bs) and 53 deaths (19 HIN1, 33 H3N2, and 1 Type B). The majority of severe cases
were among those aged 65 and over (64%) and those with a history of chronic illness (83%). 93% of patients had not
received the influenza vaccine this season.

Global influenza activity is rising, with the main circulating strain being A(H3N2), the epidemic is on the rise in
neighboring countries such as Japan, South Korea, and China; Recently, activity and positivity rates have also increased
in Southwest/Eastern Europe, North Africa, Central America and the Caribbean, with some countries in Europe, Asia
and Africa having influenza positivity rates exceeding 30%.

CDC explained that the domestic COVID-19 epidemic is currently fluctuating at a low point. In week 48, there were
1,225 outpatient and emergency room visits related to COVID-19, the same as the previous week. The dominant variant
is NB.1.8.1. In the past seven days, there have been 3 new locally transmitted cases of severe COVID-19 complications
and 1 local death. Since October this year, there have been a cumulative total of 39 locally transmitted cases of severe
COVID-19 complications, including 5 deaths. Severe cases are mostly among those aged 65 and above (59%) and
those with a history of chronic diseases (79%). 95% of these cases have not received the COVID-19 vaccine this season.
Globally, the COVID-19 positivity rate has recently shown a downward trend, with only Africa experiencing an
increase, particularly South Africa. Currently, the most prevalent variant globally is XFG, followed by NB.1.8.1.
Neighboring countries/regions such as China, Hong Kong, and Japan have a higher proportion of NB.1.8.1.

CDC stated that the number of locally transmitted COVID-19 cases with severe complications continues to rise in
Taiwan. Since October of this year, over 90% of new cases have been unvaccinated against COVID-19, furthermore,
according to articles, the risk of severe complications after COVID-19 infection is higher than that of influenza. With
frequent gatherings and events at the end of the year, the risk of disease transmission from large crowds is increased.
Those eligible for publicly funded vaccination who have not yet received the COVID-19 vaccine are advised to get
vaccinated as soon as possible to reduce the risk of severe complications after infection. Moderna LP.8.1 and Novavax
JN.1 vaccines can be chosen for vaccination. Both vaccines are effective and safe against the currently prevalent
variants NB.1.8.1 and XFG.

CDC reminds that the weather has been very changeable recently, the public is urged to take precautions against
respiratory infectious diseases, remain vigilant for the risk of severe complications from influenza and COVID-19. If
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there is any of the following dangerous symptoms, such as difticulty breathing, rapid breathing, cyanosis, hemoptysis,
chest pain, altered consciousness, or low blood pressure, seek medical attention immediately for timely treatment. And
we urge the high-risk groups such as the elderly, young children, and those with chronic illnesses to complete their
influenza and COVID-19 vaccinations as soon as possible to gain protection and reduce the risk of severe illness and
death after infection. This year, there are approximately 4,400 contracted vaccination sites. In addition, PX Mart, Da
PX Mart, and Carrefour have also set up vaccination stations at designated stores and during specific times. The public
can first check the websites of local government health bureaus, the influenza and COVID-19 vaccine and influenza
medication map (https://vaxmap.cdc.gov.tw), the CDC's website homepage "2025 Health and Safety Vaccination
Zone," the CDC's online health service, or the 1922 epidemic prevention hotline to find nearby contracted sites, and
then call the sites to inquire about appointments to ensure vaccination availability and save waiting time.
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