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The first imported case of measles this year has prompted calls for the public to
seek medical evaluation and vaccination before traveling to endemic areas, take
necessary precautions while in the affected area, and seek immediate medical
attention if suspected symptoms appear, proactively informing their doctor of their

travel and exposure history.
Ministry of Health and Welfare wWwWw.mohw.gov.tw 2026-02-12 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Taiwan Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (February 12) announced that Taiwan has reported
its first imported measles case from Vietnam this year (2026). The patient is an 8-month-old Taiwanese boy from
northern Taiwan, who is not yet old enough to receive the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine. Last year
(2025), the patient visited relatives in Vietnam and returned to Taiwan at the end of January. In early February, the
patient developed symptoms such as fever and cough, seeking medical attention multiple times. On February 6, the
patient returned to the emergency room due to a rash and was hospitalized. After being notified and tested, the patient
was diagnosed with measles. Health authorities have immediately launched various investigations and prevention
measures, and will continue to monitor the health status of contacts, investigate contacts during the infectious period,
and actively carry out relevant prevention and control work. Currently, 5 family members living with the patient and
395 other contacts have been identified, totaling 400 people. Monitoring is expected to continue until February 28.

According to CDC, Taiwan recorded a total of 53 measles cases in 2025, with ages ranging from under 10 to over
60. Of these, 19 were locally acquired, and 34 were imported cases. The countries of origin for these imported cases
were Vietnam (30 cases), Russia, Canada, Indonesia, and Thailand (1 case each). Regarding the international epidemic
situation, the global measles outbreak remains severe, particularly in the Americas, with Mexico, the United States, and
Canada reporting the highest number of cases. Mexico alone reported 740 cases in January of this year; Last year, 30
European countries reported over 7,000 cases, with Romania, France, the Netherlands, Italy, and Spain having the
highest numbers. Asian countries such as Vietnam, Indonesia, India, Mongolia, and Kazakhstan have continued to
report cases since last year. CDC has issued a Level 2 (Alert) travel advisory for seven countries: Vietnam, Indonesia,
India, Angola, Mexico, Yemen, and Pakistan. Residents are advised to take enhanced precautions in these countries;
The remaining 31 countries are listed as Level 1 (Watch), reminding residents to adhere to general preventative
measures.

CDC reminds the public that it is measles season, currently, and the global pandemic situation is severe. Measles is
highly contagious. People should ensure their young children receive the MMR vaccine on schedule, and pregnant
women and infants under one year old or those who have not been vaccinated are at high risk of infection and should
avoid traveling to areas where measles is prevalent. If you need to bring an infant who is 6 months or older but under
1 year old, you can take the child to a health center or travel medicine clinic 2 to 4 weeks before departure to consult
about getting one dose of MMR vaccine at your own expense. Adults born in 1966 or later may not have had measles,
and as antibodies produced by vaccination will decrease over time, if you plan to travel to an area where measles is
prevalent and are unsure whether you have measles immunity, it is recommended that you consult a travel medicine
clinic before your trip to assess whether you need to receive the MMR vaccine, in order to reduce the risk of infection,
and take protective measures during your trip.

CDC urges that with the upcoming long weekend, Taiwanese citizens traveling abroad should pay attention to
personal hygiene, wash hands frequently, avoid touching their mouth and nose, and wear masks when appropriate. If
you experience symptoms resembling measles upon returning to Taiwan, such as fever, rash, rhinitis, cough, or
conjunctivitis, please proactively inform airport quarantine personnel and cooperate with their health assessment. If
you develop any of the above-mentioned suspected symptoms within three weeks of returning to Taiwan, please wear
a mask and seek medical attention as soon as possible, proactively informing your doctor of your travel and exposure
history. If a physician identifies a suspected case, they should conduct a thorough inquiry into the TOCC (travel history,
occupational history, contact history, and whether there has been any clustering), and strengthen the diagnosis and
reporting of suspected cases. Related information can be found on the website of CDC (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or by
calling the toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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