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Taiwan reported a new imported measles case
lead to a local cluster of infections. Seek immediate medical attention and inform
their doctor if they have a travel or contact history with areas with measles

outbreaks and experience any suspected symptoms.
Ministry of Health and Welfare Www.mohw.gov.tw 2026-02-27 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Taiwan Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (February 27) that a cluster of imported case of
measles has occurred in Taiwan, leading to a domestic infection. The index case of this cluster is an 8-month-old
Taiwanese boy from northern Taiwan, reported on February 12, 2026. He visited relatives in Vietnam last year (2025)
and returned to Taiwan at the end of January. Two days after returning, he developed symptoms such as fever, cough,
and rash. He was diagnosed after medical examination and isolation treatment and has since been discharged home.
Among the contacts identified in this case, one hospital contact is a man in his 40s from northern Taiwan. He developed
symptoms 13 days after contact, experiencing fever and rash, and sought medical attention multiple times on his own.
He was subsequently reported and tested positive. The local health bureau has released his history of activities in public
places during the infectious period and identified 526 contacts, including 5 family members living with him. This
cluster outbreak has resulted in two confirmed cases. The health authorities are continuing to identify and monitor the
contacts of the second case, with monitoring expected to continue until March 17.

CDC stated that as of February 26, this year, Taiwan has reported a total of 3 measles cases, ranging in age from
under 1 year old to over 40 years old. One case was locally transmitted, and the other two were imported cases, one
from Vietnam and one from Malaysia. The global measles epidemic continues. Asian countries such as Vietnam,
Singapore, Indonesia, India, Mongolia, and Kazakhstan have seen continuous cases since last year. Japan has recorded
its highest number of measles cases this year in the past seven years, with 43 cases. Tokyo and Osaka prefectures have
the most cases, followed by Chiba, Niigata, Saitama, and Tochigi prefectures; Several countries in the Americas have
continued to experience outbreaks this year, with Mexico, the United States, and Canada reporting the most cases.
Mexico's outbreak is particularly severe, with over 4,000 cases reported as of February 23, while the United States had
nearly 1,000 cases as of February 20; Last year, 30 European countries reported over 7,000 cases, with Romania, France,
the Netherlands, Italy, and Spain having the highest number of cases. CDC has issued a Level 2 (Alert) travel advisory
for Indonesia, Angola, Mexico, Yemen, Pakistan, Vietnam, India, and Kazakhstan, urging the public to take enhanced
precautions in these countries. The other 30 countries are listed as Level 1 (Watch), reminding the public to follow local
general preventive measures.

CDC points out that recent measles outbreaks in multiple countries worldwide indicate a continued risk of imported
cases. Based on statistics from 2023 to 2025, it is projected that the number of cases will increase from March to May
due to the rising risk of local cluster infections stemming from imported cases. Currently, there are approximately
200,000 doses of the publicly funded measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine available domestically, with
sufficient reserves. The public is reminded to ensure their young children receive timely vaccinations and to avoid
taking children under one year old or unvaccinated to measles-endemic areas; If traveling with infants aged 6 months
to under one year, it is recommended to consult a health center or travel medicine clinic before departure to arrange for
a paid MMR vaccine dose. Adults born in 1966 or later who plan to travel to areas where measles is prevalent and are
unsure whether they have measles immunity are advised to consult a travel medicine clinic 2 to 4 weeks before their
trip to assess whether they need to receive the MMR vaccine in order to reduce the risk of infection, and to take
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protective measures during their trip.

CDC reminds the public that measles is highly contagious. If you have had contact with a confirmed case, or have
been notified by your local health bureau that you have been identified as a contact, please strictly follow the "Measles
Case Contact Health Monitoring Notice" and diligently implement health monitoring and protective measures. If you
experience suspected symptoms, wear a mask and contact the health bureau as soon as possible to arrange medical
treatment. Do not ignore the symptoms or seek medical attention on your own; Those who have been in contact with
confirmed cases and fail to comply with relevant self-health management regulations may be in violation of Article 48
of the Communicable Disease Control Act. Physicians are also urged to be vigilant and, when patients seek medical
attention, to thoroughly inquire about their TOCC (travel history, occupational history, contact history, and whether
they have been in any clusters), and to strengthen the diagnosis and reporting of suspected cases.

CDC reminds that Taiwanese citizens traveling abroad should pay attention to personal hygiene, wash hands
frequently, avoid touching their mouth and nose, and wear masks when appropriate. If you experience symptoms
resembling measles upon returning home, such as fever, rash, rhinitis, cough, or conjunctivitis, please inform airport
quarantine personnel and cooperate with health assessment. If you develop any of the above-mentioned suspected
symptoms within three weeks of returning to your home country, you should wear a mask, seek medical attention as
soon as possible, and proactively inform your doctor of your travel and exposure history. People who wish to travel to
Tokyo Dome to watch the WBC World Baseball Classic or other areas with cases should first visit a travel medicine
clinic to check their measles antibody status. After returning home from Japan, they should monitor their health for 21
days after visiting crowded places. Related information can be found on the website of CDC (https:/www.cdc.gov.tw)
or by calling the toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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