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CDC expanded use of publicly funded influenza antiviral drugs will end on
February 28, 2026.
The expanded COVID-19 vaccination program has been extended to April 30,
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The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (February 24) that during the 7th week of this year
(February 15th-21st, during the Lunar New Year period), there were 58,075 outpatient and emergency room visits for
influenza-like illness. Furthermore, during the Lunar New Year holiday (February 14th-22nd), there were 5 new cases
of severe influenza complications and 2 deaths. Considering the current downward trend in the domestic influenza
epidemic and the fact that the epidemic season did not begin around the Spring Festival, the expanded use of publicly
funded influenza antiviral drugs (hereinafter referred to as publicly funded drugs) will end on February 28th of this
year. Patients who have been reinstated as severe influenza cases or those with chronic diseases at high risk of influenza
(as shown in the attachment) can still receive publicly funded medications; The nationwide vaccination program for
COVID-19 vaccines has been extended to April 30th of this year. Those who have not yet been vaccinated are urged to
get vaccinated as soon as possible to reduce the risk of infection and severe illness.

CDC reminds the public that although the global influenza positivity rate is declining, neighboring South Korea and
Japan have recently reached high levels, the predominant influenza serotype globally is A, while the proportion of
influenza B is increasing. As of February 23, this year, approximately 6.748 million people in Taiwan had received the
publicly funded influenza vaccine, with only about 80,000 doses remaining nationwide. Seniors aged 65 and above
who have not yet been vaccinated, as well as high-risk groups such as those with chronic diseases, should seize this
opportunity. Currently, publicly funded influenza medications are distributed to approximately 4,000 contracted
medical institutions nationwide, as planned by the health bureaus of various counties and cities (see the CDC website:
https://www.cdc.gov.tw or the CDC's influenza and COVID-19 vaccine and influenza medication map:
https://vaxmap.cdc.gov.tw/). People experiencing dangerous symptoms (such as shortness of breath, difficulty
breathing, cyanosis, bloody sputum, chest pain, , low blood pressure, etc.) should seek medical attention as soon as
possible. The physician will assess whether the individual meets the criteria for government-funded medication based
on their chief complaint and clinical judgment. If the criteria are met, government-funded medication can be prescribed
without the need for a rapid influenza test. Currently, antiviral influenza medications are not covered by National Health
Insurance. The timing and necessity of publicly funded medication treatment are determined by the physician based on
the patient's condition and clinical expertise.

Further, the COVID-19 situation in Taiwan is currently fluctuating at a low point. During the Lunar New Year holiday
(February 14-22), there was one new locally transmitted case of severe COVID-19 and one local death. However, the
global COVID-19 positivity rate has recently risen slightly, with a significant increase in the Western Pacific region;
The COVID-19 outbreaks in neighboring China, Hong Kong, Japan, and South Korea are declining or stagnating, while
New Zealand is experiencing a rise in cases, and Europe is at a low point. Globally, the XFG variant is currently the
most prevalent, while neighboring countries/regions such as China, Japan, and South Korea have the highest proportion
of NB.1.8.1 variants. As of February 23, this year, approximately 1.662 million people in Taiwan had received the
COVID-19 vaccine, including about 52,000 Novavax vaccinations. CDC pointed out that in response to the rising
international COVID-19 pandemic and considering the occurrence of COVID-19 outbreaks in Taiwan during the
summers of the past two years, in order to prevent a potential summer outbreak and reduce the risk of severe illness
and death after infection, CDC, after consulting with the Advisory Committee on Infectious Disease Prevention and
Control (ACIP) of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, decided to extend the nationwide COVID-19 vaccination
program until April 30th of this year. CDC urges people who have not yet received this season's COVID-19 vaccine in
the past six months to get vaccinated as soon as possible to strengthen their immune protection.
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