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The domestic and international outbreak of Mpox continues. Those who meet the
vaccination criteria, such as those who have previously had sexually transmitted
infections or do not have a regular sexual partner, should complete the two doses of

the publicly funded vaccine as soon as possible.
Ministry of Health and Welfare www.mohw.gov.tw 2026-04-21 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Taiwan Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced that two new confirmed cases of Mpox were reported in
April this year (2026). The patients are men in their 30s and 40s, respectively. Neither had received the M-pox vaccine
and both reported having engaged in sexual activity or arranged sexual encounters with unspecified individuals in
March. They sought medical attention due to symptoms such as blisters or rashes on their bodies or faces, and fever,
and were subsequently diagnosed after reporting the cases. As of April 20, this year, Taiwan has reported 12 new
confirmed cases of lentigines (11 local cases and 1 imported case), all of whom are young and middle-aged men aged
25-50. Cases have been reported in northern, central, and southern Taiwan. Epidemiological investigations have
revealed that these cases were caused by unsafe sexual behavior (through online dating or business establishments,
etc.). Nearly 80% of them have not been vaccinated against lentigines. This number is double the 6 cases reported in
the same period last year (2025), indicating that the risk of community transmission of the epidemic remains. Since
June 23, 2022, when Taiwan classified varicella as a Category Il notifiable infectious disease, a total of 528 cases has
been confirmed as of April 20 this year (492 local cases and 36 imported cases).

The global M-pox pandemic continues to spread. As of February, this year, 46 countries/regions have reported 1,184
new confirmed cases (including 4 deaths), with 58.6% concentrated in Africa, while the number of cases in Europe has
increased slightly by 5.6%. Since 2022, over 181,000 confirmed cases and 492 deaths have been reported in 144
countries worldwide, primarily in the Americas and Africa. The threat of cross-border transmission of the Ib strain of
the virus is increasing. Several European countries (Austria, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, and the United Kingdom) have
seen sustained community transmission, while the Americas (Argentina and Ecuador) and Asia (Singapore) have
recently reported their first imported or local cases. Overall, while the risk of transmission to the general public is
assessed as low, the risk is assessed as moderate for groups with risky sexual behaviors, especially those without a fixed
sexual partner.

CDC reminds the public that the incubation period for Mpox can be as long as 21 days, some individuals can transmit
varicella malignancies to others 1 to 4 days before symptoms appear, therefore, getting vaccination becomes the most
effective prevention method currently available. Currently, vaccine stocks are sufficient, and 278 participating medical
institutions nationwide offer publicly funded smallpox vaccination services. We urge eligible individuals to undergo
vaccination. including: those who have engaged in risky sexual behavior in the past year (e.g., multiple sexual partners,
sex workers, those who have sex in commercial establishments); those who have had sexually transmitted diseases in
the past; or those whose sexual partners have any of the aforementioned conditions.

As of the end of March this year, 107,014 people had received at least one dose of the M-pox vaccine, of which
75,751 had completed two doses. This indicates that 31,263 people (29%) are still awaiting their second dose. CDC
reiterates that protection against the M-pox vaccine is only about 40% to 80% 14 days after the first dose, while
protection can reach up to 90% after completing two doses. Information regarding publicly funded vaccination sites
can be found on the CDC website under the section for M-pox vaccination: M-pox Vaccine / M-pox Vaccine Service
Partner Medical Institutions (https://gov.tw/3SG). Those who are "not eligible for publicly funded" M-pox vaccination
but are deemed to have an exposure risk by a "doctor's assessment" can receive the M-pox vaccine at one of the eight
contracted travel medicine hospitals nationwide at their own expense. Related information can be found on the Taiwan
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Centers for Disease Control website under International Travel and Health/Travel Medicine Clinic.

The CDC urges the public to implement self-protection measures when traveling to epidemic areas or risky places
in Taiwan and avoid risky places such as social activities where they may have close contact with unspecified people.
At the same time, the public must pay attention to your own or others' symptoms and be sure to protect yourself
appropriately to reduce the risk of exposure. If suspected symptoms such as skin lesions occur, such as rash, blisters,
macules, maculopapular rashes, pustules, etc., as well as fever, chills/shivering, headache, muscle pain, swollen lymph
nodes (such as around the ears, armpits, neck or groin, etc.), seek medical treatment as soon as possible, wearing mask,
and actively inform your doctor of your travel history, exposure history to high-risk areas, and contact history. For
related information, please visit the CDC Global Information Network https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the domestic
toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922)..

The last week of April (April 24-30) is World Immunization Week, as designated by the World Health Organization,
and vaccination is recognized globally as one of the safest, most successful, and most cost-effective measures for
infectious disease prevention and control. We urge those who are eligible for various types of vaccination or who need
to be vaccinated to actively get vaccinated, enhance their own immune protection, and jointly safeguard the health and
safety of their families and communities.
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