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One new case of pertussis has been confirmed in Taiwan. Parents are urged to
ensure their children receive timely vaccinations and to seek medical attention

immediately if they experience any suspected symptoms.
Ministry of Health and Welfare wWww.mohw.gov.tw 2026-05-19 Source:  Department of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (May 19) one new confirmed case of whooping cough.
The patient is a baby girl under one year old in northern Taiwan who has not yet received the pertussis vaccine. She
developed persistent cough and vomiting on April 21, 2026. She sought medical attention at a clinic, but her symptoms
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did not improve, so she went to the hospital emergency room and was admitted to an isolation ward. After testing and
reporting, she was confirmed to have whooping cough. Two family contacts have no suspected symptoms. This case
will be monitored until June 2.

According to CDC's data, there have been a total of 4 locally transmitted cases in Taiwan this year (2026), which is
lower than the 18 cases in the same period last year. The cumulative number of pertussis cases from 2022 to 2026 are
2,0, 34, 45, and 4 respectively. Most cases (29 cases, 34.1%) are in the 11-18 age group, followed by infants under 6
months of age (22 cases, 25.9%).

CDC reminds the public that, since the initial symptoms of pertussis are similar to those of a cold, people may delay
seeking medical attention due to ignoring symptoms, whooping cough can spread to infants and their close contacts,
potentially leading to cluster infections. The public is urged to be vigilant and seek medical attention promptly if they
experience any suspected symptoms (paroxysmal severe cough, wheezing, facial flushing or cyanosis after coughing,
or vomiting after coughing) to protect their own and their family's health. Vaccination is the most effective way to
prevent pertussis. Currently, Taiwan provides infants with one dose of pertussis-related vaccine at 2, 4, 6, and 18 months
of age, and again from age 5 until primary school entry. Families with infants and young children are reminded to
ensure they receive their vaccinations at their contracted vaccination centers on schedule to obtain adequate protection.
In recent years, most cases of pertussis in Taiwan have involved infants under 6 months old who have not yet completed
their vaccination course. It is recommended that women receive one dose of the reduced-dose tetanus-diphtheria-
acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccine at their own expense during each pregnancy, it is recommended to vaccinate between
the 27th and 36th weeks of pregnancy to maximize the benefit of maternal antibodies passed to the infant, thereby
protecting the fetus and newborn. In addition, since the source of infection in family clusters is often caregivers or
cohabitants, it is recommended that infant caregivers receive a dose of the Tdap vaccine at their own expense.

CDC urges parents and older children to observe proper cough etiquette and respiratory hygiene. They should change
clothes and wash hands before coming home from outside contact with infants and young children. They should also
avoid bringing infants and young children to hospitals, crowded places, or public places with poor ventilation to reduce
the risk of infection. If you or a family member exhibit suspected symptom, you should wear a mask and seek medical
attention immediately. Follow your doctor's instructions and complete treatment to prevent further transmission. For
more information, please visit the CDC's Global Information Website (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free
epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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