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Taiwan CDC explained that a New Zealand passenger from the '""Hondias"

international cruise ship tested negative in Taiwan.
Ministry of Health and Welfare WwWw.mohw.gov.tw 2026-05-15 Source: Disease Control
Department

The Taiwan Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (May 15th) that New Zealand notified Taiwan
through the International Health Regulations (IHR) window that a New Zealand passenger who had traveled on the
international cruise ship “MV Hondius” in April of this year was currently staying in Taiwan but had no related
symptoms on May 13, 2026. CDC immediately initiated contact tracing, assigning an epidemiologist to contact the
passenger. and health authorities arranged for the passenger to go to the hospital for testing and observation on the same
day. Tests on blood, urine, saliva, and nasopharyngeal samples. Yesterday (May 14), the test results for Hantavirus
Andes PCR and serum IgM and IgG antibodies were all negative, temporarily ruling out infection.

CDC explained that the passenger disembarked on Saint Helena Island on April 24, and April 25 is considered the
last day of contact with other passengers. The passenger states that they have not experienced any symptoms or health
problems since arriving in Taiwan on May 7. To respond appropriately to this incident, the CDC, in addition to
following professional guidelines from the World Health Organization (WHO), the European Union CDC, and the US
CDC, held an expert consultation meeting today to discuss prevention and control measures for suspected Hantavirus


https://www.cdc.gov.tw/Bulletin/Detail/ha-3nLqyde9OMTNCgEiORQ?typeid=9

Andean strain cases. Based on expert recommendations and considering the passenger's status as a high-risk contact,
they have been placed in a private hospital room under the guidance of a medical team for "enhanced self-health
management" until June 6 (the maximum incubation period is 42 days from the last exposure day, April 25). Further,
the passenger is required to monitor their health daily by taking their temperature and to maintain good respiratory and
hand hygiene. We have notified the WHO of the passenger's situation through the IHR window and have also
proactively contacted the New Zealand office in Taiwan to provide necessary assistance. Regular weekly checkups are
scheduled to be conducted until the period of enhanced self-health management ends.

CDC emphasized that the passenger tested negative and has been ruled out of infection. They will undergo enhanced
self-health management at the hospital and pose no risk to the local community. CDC will continue to cooperate with
the WHO and the New Zealand government to properly handle all relevant measures for this passenger during their
stay in Singapore. Singaporeans are assured that the situation is stable.
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