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Taiwan's COVID-19 epidemic continues to rise, urging those who have not yet
been vaccinated to get vaccinated as soon as possible and to implement personal
protective measures. Individuals with severe risk factors who develop suspected

symptoms can be assessed by a doctor and given medication.
Ministry of Health and Welfare WWW.mohw.gov.tw 2026-07-21 Source:  Department  of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) stated today (July 21) that the domestic COVID-19 epidemic continues to
rise, and with the summer vacation approaching, opportunities for travel and participation in large-scale events are
increasing. The CDC urges the public to remember to practice preventative measures during their leisure time, including
hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette. When entering healthcare facilities, in crowded places where proper social
distancing cannot be maintained or in poorly ventilated areas, or in close contact with the elderly or
immunocompromised individuals, it is recommended to wear a mask; If feeling unwell, stay home to reduce the
occasion of infection.

CDC stated that, to prepare for a potential outbreak, it has stockpiled sufficient antiviral drugs and COVID-19
vaccines for epidemic prevention and control. We have 113,000 doses of the publicly funded oral antiviral drug
Paxlovid, distributed at over 1,300 distribution points nationwide. In addition, there are 18,000 doses of the second-
line drug Xocova tablets, distributed at 156 distribution points nationwide, and 155,000 doses of injectable Remdesivir,
stored in over 170 hospitals nationwide. The nationwide rollout of publicly funded COVID-19 vaccines to those who
have been vaccinated for at least 6 months (180 days) will continue until July 31, 2026. Currently, the available COVID-
19 vaccines are from Moderna and Novavax. According to research in the United States and Canada, this season's
COVID-19 vaccines are effective in preventing COVID-19, with a protection rate of up to 50% against severe illness
and hospitalization. Both vaccines are safe and effective, enhancing protection against mainstream viral strains. We
urge those who have not yet received this season's COVID-19 vaccine to seize the opportunity and get vaccinated as
soon as possible.

According to data from the Taiwan CDC, the domestic COVID-19 epidemic continues to rise and has reached the
epidemic threshold, entering the epidemic period. In week 28 (July 12-18), there were 4,766 outpatient and emergency
room Visits, a 66.5% increase compared to the previous seven days (July 5-11); Last week (July 14-20), there were 25
new locally transmitted severe cases and 5 local deaths. Since October 2025, a total of 161 local cases of COVID-19
complicated by severe illness have been reported, including 23 deaths. Severe cases are mostly among the elderly aged
65 and above (74.5%) and those with a history of chronic diseases (83.9%), and 92.5% have not received the COVID-
19 vaccine this season; Clinical manifestations are predominantly upper respiratory symptoms, including sore throat,
cough, nasal congestion, runny nose, fever, fatigue, headache, and muscle aches. A very small number of cases have
experienced transient loss or dullness of smell or taste; the most prevalent variant in local cases over the past four weeks
is NB.1.8.1. The global positivity rate has recently risen slightly, showing a downward or flat trend in all regions except
the Western Pacific Region, where it is trending upward; The epidemic is rising in neighboring countries/regions such
as China, Hong Kong, Japan, and South Korea. Currently, the predominant circulating variant globally is NB.1.8.1
(58.76%), followed by XFG (19.07%) and JN.1 (15.46%).

CDC pointed out that as of July 20, 2026, approximately 1.735 million people have received COVID-19 vaccinations
this season. The vaccination rates among those aged 65 and above were 20.98% for the first dose and 0.53% for the
second dose. Children aged 12 and above can choose one brand to receive the vaccine as soon as possible. Children
aged 6 months to 11 years are limited to receiving the Moderna vaccine, depending on the approved indications. As
seniors aged 65 and above remain a high-risk group for severe complications or death, it is recommended that seniors
aged 65 and above, as well as those with compromised immune systems, who have already received one dose at a 6-
month (180-day) interval, receive a second dose to enhance their self-protection. At the same time, individuals with
severe disease risk factors who meet the criteria for publicly funded antiviral medication should seek medical attention
immediately if they experience suspected symptoms. Treatment can be initiated by a physician or by self-administering
a commercially available home rapid test, followed by an evaluation by a physician who will prescribe antiviral
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medication to reduce the risk of severe complications, serious illness, or death. For information on vaccination sites,
contracted hospitals for publicly funded oral antiviral drugs, and the latest epidemic prevention policies, please visit
the Taiwan Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website (https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the toll-free
epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922).
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