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As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to escalate domestically, all COVID-19
vaccines for this season will be allocated to various counties and cities for public
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vaccination by August 13th. Those in need are urged to get vaccinated as soon as

possible.
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The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) stated today (August 11) that given the recent escalation of the COVID-19
pandemic, the CDC urges the public to strengthen their self-protection awareness and practice good hand hygiene and
respiratory etiquette. To protect their own health and the health of others, if experiencing respiratory symptoms such as
fever, cough, runny nose, or sore throat, please stay home and avoid unnecessary outings. When going out, remember
to wear a mask. It is also recommended that people wear masks when entering medical care facilities, in crowded places
where proper social distancing cannot be maintained, in poorly ventilated areas, or in close contact with the elderly or
immuno-compromised individuals. If you experience dangerous symptoms such as difficulty breathing, shortness of
breath, cyanosis, blood in sputum, chest pain, altered consciousness, or low blood pressure, seek medical attention
immediately and follow your doctor's instructions regarding medication to reduce the risk of developing severe
complications.

According to data from CDC, the epidemic in Taiwan is on the rise, and in week 31 (Aug. 2- Aug. 8), there were
24,645 outpatient and emergency room visits related to COVID-19, a 27.6% increase compared to the previous week
(July 26-Aug. 1); Last week (Aug. 4- Aug. 10), there were 72 new locally transmitted severe cases and 14 local deaths.
Since October 2025, there have been a cumulative total of 337 locally transmitted cases of COVID-19 complicated by
severe illness, including 42 deaths. Many severe cases were among those aged 65 and above (73.9%) and those with a
history of chronic diseases (84.0%). 89.6% of these cases had not received the COVID-19 vaccine this season; In the
past four weeks, the predominant variant strain in locally transmitted cases has been PQ.16.1.1.

CDC explains that the global positivity rate is on the rise, with increases in Europe and Africa, while the Western
Pacific region remains at a plateau. The outbreaks are increasing in China, Thailand, South Korea, and the United
States; Japan is experiencing a relatively high point with fluctuating outbreaks, while Hong Kong's outbreak is
declining; Recently, the predominant globally circulating variants are NB.1.8.1, XFG, and JN.1.

CDC pointed out that as of August 9, 2026, approximately 1.796 million people have received COVID-19 vaccines
this season. The vaccination rates for those aged 65 and above are 21.22% for the first dose and 0.97% for the second
dose. There are currently about 140,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccine in stock in Taiwan. The CDC will allocate
approximately 37,000 doses from the central reserve to various counties and cities for public vaccination on August 13.
These vaccines will be distributed after being thawed and will be valid until September 9 this year. Therefore, the
availability of COVID-19 vaccines this season will end on that date. Those who wish to be vaccinated are advised to
take advantage of this opportunity to get vaccinated.

CDC emphasizes that there is currently a sufficient reserve of publicly funded antiviral drugs for COVID-19. It
reminded high-risk groups who may experience complications after contracting COVID-19 to seek medical attention
as soon as possible if they have suspected symptoms, so that doctors can diagnose and treat them early and prescribe
antiviral drugs. For information regarding COVID-19 vaccination sites, contracted hospitals for publicly funded oral
antiviral drugs, and the latest epidemic prevention policies, please visit the CDC's website (https://www.cdc.gov.tw)
under the "COVID-19 Prevention Zone" or call the toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922). In
addition, as for information on home rapid COVID-19 test kits, visit the Food and Drug Administration's "Home
COVID-19 Test Kit Supply Information Zone" (https://reurl.cc/XxWbbM), or inquire at your nearest pharmacy,
convenience store, or other sales outlet.
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